How does a writer write an
Explanatory Text?

1.Decide on a Topic
Choose something you are interested in and want to know more about.  It’s OK to do a little research on your topic.

2. Narrow Your Focus
An author can’t write everything there is to know about a topic, so narrow your focus.  For example-the history of something, the reasons it is good or not, the times it has served us well.

3.  Write a Question about Your Focus
Questions lead to answers and new thoughts, so turn your focus into a question.

4.  Research Your Focus
Become a bit of an expert on your topic by reading a book, article on the internet, or newspaper article and interviewing people connected with your topic.  You want to show readers you know what you are talking about.

5.  Organize Your Information
Before writing your explanatory piece, organize your notes into piles and categories.  Piles lead to main points.  For each main point, identify supporting details (elaboration).  Remember to organize your notes into a logical progression of ideas.

6.  Write Your Explanatory Piece
As you write, develop each main point with your supporting details.  Remember, you want people to enjoy reading your piece as well as learn something new.
