Personal Narrative
What is a personal narrative? 


A personal narrative is a nonfiction text that recreates an experience from the author’s life.  They are often based on a small moment with a big impact. A personal narrative has a strong point of view, and is written in first person.  The piece shows a distinct mood, or overall feeling. Most personal narratives are about something “big” in the author’s life, such as a proud or sad moment, a trip or adventure, or an event that changed attitudes or actions.  
What is the purpose of a personal narrative? 


A personal narrative is a way to describe an experience so that others feel like they were there.  The writer zooms in on a single incident!  Writers do this by using sensory details-what they saw, heard, touched, smelled and tasted-and by including important events, characters, and dialogue.  The reader feels like they are ‘right there.’  Writers explain what happened and also tell what they were thinking at the time and how they felt.  
How do you read a personal narrative?  Ask yourself… 

1.  Does the title give me a clue about the experience?

2.  Did this event happen to the person, or did the person make it happen?

3.  How did this event affect the person’s life?
4.  Did the writer weave the main thing he/she was trying to get across throughout the piece?
5. Is the author simply writing to entertain, or is there something that I can learn from his or her experience?

